THURSDAY, MAY 7, 2020

Calcutta University’s digital collection goes online

Now anybody, anywhere in the world, can access countless articles, journals and dissertations

BISHWANATH GHOSH
KOLKATA

In what can be seen as a sign
of the times to come, when
soclal distancing may just be-
come the new normal, the
University of Calcutta has
placed the entire digital col-
lection of its library online so
that physical visits are no
longer necessitated and the
world at large benefits from
L.

The decision of the Un-
versity, set up in 1857, has
placed in public domain
countless articles, journals
and dissertations, including
issues of The Calcutta Re-
view dating back to 1844 and
Tagore Law Lectures dating
back to 1870. Now anybody,
anywhere in the world, can
access them any time.

“We are living through a
time of great uncertainty,
owing to the global coronavi-
rus pandemic. To cope with
regulations of social distanc-
Ing and lockdown, our teach-
ers have Initiated online
teaching. They have also
been regularly uploading
study materials on the un-
Iversity website. In this spirit
of online education, the un-
lversity has also decided to
open up free access to its dig-
ital collections. These would
be accessible through the
university website, www.cu-
library.ac.in,” Vice-Chancel-
lor Sonali Chakravarti Baner-
jee said in a circular.

Two major reasons

“There are two major rea-
sons underlying our deci-
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Books at the University of

Calcutta library cannot be
borrowed for now.

sion. The first is our respon-
sibility to our students and
our faculty, whose education
and research have been ob-
structed by the prohibition
on physical access to the li-
brary collections.

“The second 1s our res-
ponsibility, as a public 1nsti-

tution, to the citizenry as
well as the world at large,”
Ms. Chakravarti Banerjee
said.

“Education is a public
good; and the necessity and
value of academic research
Increases, more than ever, if
our society is to recover from
the crisis.

“As a public university, we
feel that it is our responsibil-
Ity to make our digital collec-
tions part of a global aca-
demic commons, to facilitate
the pursuit of knowledge
beyond borders,” she said.

Till now, the library facili-
ties and resources, including
digital collections, were pri-
marily accessible to users
within the university cam-
pus.

Now, the digitised collec-

tion of full-text materials has
been made accessible for
free reading — from any part
of the world.

“The University of Calcut-
ta feels honoured to contri-
bute to the communing of
cultural-educational re-
sources; and thus to streng-
then the global networks of
cooperation and solidarity
through which alone we
shall be able to recover as a
planetary community,” the
Vice-Chancellor said.

According to a senior un-
Iversity official, this decision
to make the library’s digital
content public, even though
prompted by the pandemic
and subsequent lockdown,
would, in all probability,
continue to hold good even
after the lockdown is lifted.
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CU makes text material
available online for free

OUR CORRESPONDENT

KOLKATA: The Calcutta Uni-

versity (CU) has made its rich
library resources including the

digitised collection of full-text
materials accessible for a free

reading from any part of the

world. Till date, the collec-
tions were primarily accessible

to users within the university
campus like its students, teach-

ers, research scholars etc.
“As a public university, we

feel that it is our responsibility

to make our digital collections a
part of a global academic com-

mons, to facilitate the pursuit

of knowledge beyond borders;”
said Sonali Chakravarti Baner-

jee, Vice-Chancellor of CU.
The university's efforts in

this area assume significance as
the world is now going through

a time of great uncertainty,
owing to the global Coronavirus

pandemic. All educational insti-
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tutions in the state are closed till
June 10, to combat the spread

of COVID-109.

“Education is a public good
and the necessity and value of

academic research increases,
more than ever, if our soci-

ety is to tide over this crisis,

a senior CU ofhicial said. The
official added that the move will

benefit the university’s students
and its faculty as education and

research has been obstructed
by the prohibition on physical
access to the library collections.

“Our teachers have already
started online teaching. They are

regularly uploading study mate-
rials on the university website

so that the students can prepare

themselves. The access to library
resources will facilitate in their

academics,” the official added.
The digital resources will be

accessible through the Univer-
sity website, https://www.culi-
brary.ac.in.
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Calcutta University archive:
Calcutta University has made

its archive, including rare
records dating back to the
19th century, available
online for the public, accessi-
ble through its website. 11!
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Pursuit of knowledge: Presi plans ‘skill’

courses, CU opens up digital library

Somdatta.Basu@timesgroup.com

Kolkata: Classroom learning being put on
hold for at least one more month, Presiden-
cy and Calcutta universities are adopting
novel steps for online education and rese-
arch aimed at helping students as well as
outsiders hone their skills i fields they are
mterested in. While Presidency is setting up
aunique learning plattormduring the lock-
down, Calcutta University 1s offering free
access toitsdigital ibrary

Presidency University 1s exploring the
possibility ol launching value-added cour-
ses, which will bring different aspects of so-
clety industry as well as academics on an
online platform. The university plans to ol-
fer these “extra-curricular” on-demand co-
ursestoritsstudentsas wellasanyone inter-
ested in enrolling in theprogramme, which
will be conducted 1 addition to 1ts current
academic mitiatives and online classes for
Itsstudentsof UG, PGand beyond. “ltisafu-
turistic approach towards education. The
lockdown hasmadeusrealize the importan-
ceol onlinecourses to upskill individuals,”
a Presidency official added.

Mostof the onlinecourses, which could
be used for professional and career develop-
ment, would be based on specialization, the
official said. Students can sharpen their
skills in a specific subject that they can pick
from major fields of study and they will be
assessed online, accordingly. Also, an equi-

UGC guidelines similar to
state proposals: Partha

GC on Thursday sent new guidelines
onh exams and academic calendar for
state-run universities and colleges.
Education minister Partha Chatterjee
sald most of the advice was similarto the
Bengal government’s proposals. “It
appears mostof our deliberations, which |
held with HRD minister Ramesh Pokhriyal
Nishank last week, have found aplace on
the list of suggestions,” he said, adding
chief minister Mamata Banerjee had
advised universities to conduct the term-
Inal semester exams, which was sugge-
sted by the UGC, In its letter. “Our higher
education departmentis receiving sugge-
stions from various universities regarding
the next year. We will frame a guideline
after talks with CM,” Chatterjee said. Tnn

valence or credit hours would be awarded
foreach onlinecourse, but no certificate wo-
uld be given out, the official added.

For these online courses, the university
1S creating a dedicated platform, where tea-
chers mmvolved will upload videos and each
session will have the option of comments
below 1t. Most of the online programmes
will be completed between four and 10 we-

eks, each week hosting two or three hoursof

lectures, teachingsand interactive sessions.

Theprogrammes will Imvolve quizzes, peer-
ograded assignments, exercises and tutori-
als, along with afinal capstone project. “Itis
an advanced trend im education, expanding
the reach of Interested learners. It internal
students want to opt for a few credit hours
taught through theprogramme, theycan do
S0,” sald a teacher. “The plan 1s In a nascent
stageand weare developingfurther”

Al Calcutta University, the authorities
areallowmgiree access to itsdigital library;
which will bereachable through 1ts website,
https://www.culibraryac.im. “We have two
majorreasonslor takingthisstep:thefirstis
ourresponsibility toour studentsandfacul-
ty. whose education and research have been
obstructed by the prohibition on physical
accesstothelibrary collections. The second
1s our responsibility as a public institution,
to the citizenry and the world at large. Edu-
cation 1s a public good, and the necessity
and value of academic research 1ncrease,
more than ever, 1I" our society 1s to recover
from this crisis. As a public university, 1t 1s
our responsibility tomakethepartof ourdi-
oital collection of global academic comm-
ons to facilitate the pursuit of knowledge
beyond borders,” sald vice-chancellor So-
nali Chakravarti Banerjee.

Tl now, the library facilities and resou-
rces, Including digital collections, were ac-
cessible to users on the campuses. Now, the
digitized collection has been made accessib-
leforfreereadingtromanypartofthe world.
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CU throws open digital

MITAMUKHERJEE

College Street: Calcutta Uni-
versity on Wednesday gave
students and the general pub-
lic accesstoits digital ibrary.
Digital versions of books,
texts and references, depart-
mental journals, academic
magazines, study materials,
and theses of researches
held 1 the unmversity from

1960 to 2018 are among the
1tems that can now be ac-

library to everyone

cessed without any charge
from anywhere.

More than 250,000 books
will be available1n the digital Ii-
brary, which can be accessed
through the university website,
https://www.cudibrary.ac.an.

Users canaccessrare docu-
ments such as question papers
from 1891, syllabuses from
1965, convocation addresses
delivered by chancellors, vice-
chancellors and chief guests
from 1861, the unmversity acts,

dissertations, annual budgets
and financial estimates, and
minutes of the university’s
senate and syndicate bodies
from 1857 toname a few.

“Thedigital hbrary with its
new inclusion will not only
help our students but also aca-
demics and researchers all
over world. It will help people
at large who want to pursue
thelr hobby of reading,” vice-
chancellor Sonali Chakravart
Banerjeesaid.
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Govt initiative to reopen closed libraries

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 7 JULY

The state government is going
to take aninitiative toreopen
libraries that were closed dur-
ing the Left Front tenure,
minister of state for mass
education and library ser-
vices *Siddiqullah Chowd-
hury, said today.

He held a review meeting

withdistrict library officers at-

the state central library. The
meeting mainly focussed on
the reopening of around 121
libraries along with upgra-
dation of library facilities.
Mr. Chowdhurysaid, “Itis
not easy to immediatelyreopen
these closed libraries. There
are around 2900 vacancies
which were left unfilled by the
Left Front government and
they need to be filled. Once

The Statesman
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the required vacancies are
filled for the various posts
we will surely reopen these
libraries as we are in talks with
the chief minister.

Today’s was the second
phase of review meetings for
ten districts. So far 13 districts
have completed their review
meetings. The next meet-
ings will be held in the month
of July in Nadia and Mur-
shidabad.

Criticising the Left Front
government, Mr. Chowdhury
also added that, “Under CPI-
M rule, 90 libraries did not have
toilets, out of which 70 were
in North Bengal. Also drink-
ing water facilities were not

being provided. Now we are

slowly in the process of pro-
viding clean toilets and prop-
er drinking water facilities in
all the libraries.”

On being asked about the
various upgradation pro-
grammes that have been start-
ed by his department for the
benefit of thelibraries around
the state he spoke about the
training programme for librar-

1ans.

The first phase of this train-
ing was completed in May this
year. Twelve districts were
covered followed by the next
session starting July this year
for all the districts of North Ben-
gal.

Mr. Chowdhury also
observed, “Previously the
books for all the districts were
selected by the Kolkata Selec-
tion Committee and then it
would be distributed to all dis-
trictlibraries. But now the dis-
trictlibraries can choose their
own books based on what
exactly the readers want. In

line with this, 4200 books
have been chosen by the var-
ious district libraries.”

The discussion also
focussed on the 80 new model
libraries that have been start-
ed across various districts
with new computer connec-
tions and other facilities. For
the benefit of students, text
books and reference books of
the upper primary and sec-
ondary schools within arange
of one kilometre of the library
will be available there. Not only
this, candidates; preparing
forWBCSwill be pr(mded with
ample books in the library
which is a new move in this
direction. The budget allotted

for this department this year

is Rs. 98 crores. !/

Asked about this recent
visit to Calcutta University
and the facilities provided

there, Mr. Chowdhury said,
“The Calcutta University
Libraryis very well stocked and
maintained. It is a treasure
house of books which are
helpful for the students.Iam
also very happy with their
facilities, cleanliness and
management. I have told
them that the next meeting will
surely be held there.”

For better communica-
tion, all the book fairs evenin
various districts have a sep-
arate stall of the Mass Edu-
cation Extension and Library
Services Department where
the readers can register their
feedback and grievances for
thedevelopment of library ser-
vices. A Digital Library for
10,000 readersis being set up
in Rajarhat amongst 400
libraries being digitally con-
nected with computers.
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All CU libraries to have books on competitive exams

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 9 APRIL

Campus libraries of Calcut-
ta University (CU) will from
now on store books to help stu-
dents appear for competi-
tive examinations.

The university has recent-
ly undertaken the task of
upgrading the libraries across
allits campus and along with
this, they plan to make space
for a separate section where
the students who wish to
undertake competitive exam-
inations may find books to help
their preparations.

The libraries across eight

campuses of the university

mainly store books related to
the subjects that are taughtin

classes. The new section will

contain books for NET, SET

as well as civil service exam-
inations and other government

jobs, authorities informed.

The College Street campus
of the university has books on
NET and other academic
related competitive exami-
nations but the authorities plan
to expand that section to
include books relating to all

Our College Street campus
had books for competitive
exams but the number of
books was very limited. We
plan to bring in more such
books so that students can
borrow books from here

SOUMITRA SARKAR
LIBRARIAN, CALCUTTA UNIVERSITY

India competitive examina-
tions such as civil services and
banking. The other campus-
es, however, only contain
books related to subjects
taught in the university.

“Our College Street cam-
pus had books tfor competi-
tive exams but the number of
books was very limited. We
plan to bring in more such
books so that students can bor-
row books from here and not
have to buy them from the
market,” Mr Soumitra Sarkar,
the librarian of CU, said.

“The other campuses
which did not have books
for competitive exams will
soon get a section where sev-

eral such books will be brought
in,” he mentioned.
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Pl'eS_ldent,
as father &
scholar

G.C.SHEKHAR

Chennai, Nov. 28: Calcutta
gave Sarvepallli Radhakrish-
nan’s son his name eight
decades ago and is now giving
back the late President’s mem-
aries to his family:

- Calcutta University today
presented reproductions of its
collection of Radhakrishnan’s
photographs and books to In-
dira Gopal, the scholar-Presi-
dent’s daughter-in-law, at the
family home in south Chennai
that is to be turned into a mu-
seum.

CU even oftered the servic-
es of 1its librarian and
renowned archivist, Soumitra
Sarkar, to help put together
the museum’s exhibits that,
Indira confessed, are in some-
what disarray now.

As Indira, 83, and Chitra
Seshadri, one of the great-
great-granddaughters of Rad-
hakrishnan, looked on, CU
vice-chancellor Suranjan Das
and registrar Basab Chaud-
huri carefully unpacked a rec-
tangular box containing the
reprints of the photos. With
them was lawyer Milon
Mukherjee who had arranged
the transport of the docu-
ments to Chennail.

“During this Teacher’s
Day, our university had organ-
1sed an exhibition of pictorial

The Telegr

calcutta, india

THE TELEGRAPH CALCUTTA SUNDAY 29 NOVEMBER 2009
CU PRESENTS RADHAKRISHNAN MEMENTOES TO FAMILY

A photograph of Rabindranath Tagore and S Radhakrishnan that adorns the house in Chennai; (From left) Lawyer
Milon Mukherjee looks on as CU registrar Basab Chaudhuri and vice-chancellor Suranjan Das hand over the
photographic reproductions to Radhakrishnan’s daughter-in-law Indira Gopal and great-great-granddaughter Chitra
Seshadri in Chennai on Saturday

and textual reproductions of
the life and work of Dr Rad-
hakrishnan and also replicas
of 27 books written by him.
Today we are honoured to

present them to you, to be

housed 1n the museum,” Das
told Indira.

He recalled the 20-year as-
sociation between Radhakr-
ishnan and the university,

~ where he was professor of phi-

losophy and. occupied the
Chair of George V Professor of
Mental and Moral Science be-
tween 1921 and 1941.

Indira revealed a nugget
about her husband and only

son of Radhakrishnan, histo-...

rian S. Gopal, who died 1n 2002.
“He was actually named
Ramachandra but his neigh-
bours in Calcutta, where the
family lived, always called this
little boy ‘Gopal’ and the name
stuck. I am so happy that the
Calcutta connection contin-
ues to work to this day,” she
said.
AsS

she and Chitra

thumbed through some of the
poster-sized pictures, the
younger woman pointed to
one where Radhakrishnan
(then Vice-President) was
being received by Ho Chi
Minh in Vietnam.

“That is a really rare one.
Now it would join the rarer
ones dotting this house like
those of Sarvepalli with
Tagore and with Gandhiji,” In-

dira said, pointing at framed |

photos on the wall.
The house, Girija, one ﬁf
the few surviving art deco

-bungalows in the city, stands
in splendid isolation among
the glass-fronted office build-

ings on Dr Radhakrishnan
Road. If you take away the TV
set in the central covered
courtyard, time. virtually
stands still in the house with
its. old-style pedestal lights,
ageing ceiling fans and a pen-
dulum clock that works.

“That is how this house,
built in 1934-35, will remain for
ever. A foundation formed by

Sarvepalli’s grandchildren
(there are 13 of them, he had
five daughters) will set up a
museum in this house where
all his books, photos and me-
mentoes will be displayed,” In-
dira said.

She said many of the books
brought from Rashtrapati
Bhavan were still lying in
their boxes and dozens of me-
mentoes presented by celebri-
ties were spread out in the
house.

Vice-chancellor Das, who

offered Sarkar’s services at
this point, recalled as he’
sipped the “typically Madras

type of tea” that he had met
Gopal during a train trip from
London to Oxford, where both

.studied and researched. Das

let on that at Oxford, he had
been the recipient of the Dr
Radhakrishnan Memorial Be-
quest.

The Ho Chi Minh photo-
graph handed over today is a

reproduction, and the originak

is probably in the university’s

archives. “The photographs
have been collected from vari-
ous sources,” librarian Sarkar
told The Telegraph.

Among the gifts were digi-
tised copies of the principal
works of Radhakrishnan,
most of them written during
his long tenure at CU. In be-
tween, he had stints at the
University of Mysore and was
Spalding Professor of Eastern
Religions and Ethics at

- Oxford University from 1936 to

1952.

Sarkar said CU had dug out
senate records of Radhakrish-
nan’s association with the uni-
versity. One of the documents
showed him setting the Telugu
question paper for the Matric-
ulate examination.

S. Gopal spent much of his
boyhood in Calcutta where his
father taught. After-getting his
DPhil from Oxford, he became
a reader at St Antheny’s Col-
lege, Oxtord. He. was among

the founders of the Centre for

Historical Studies at JNU.
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CU'svision for the blind: Braille books, audio librar)

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, SEPTEMBER 25

HERE'S some good news
for visually-impaired students

whoarescouting forCDsand

text books in Braille across

various libraries in the state.
The students can now ac-

cess not only thousands of

Braille text books but a nums-
ber of publications in audio
{ormat at the recently-opened
library for visually-impaired
students of the University of
Calcutta,

Theunversity, in collabora-
tion with the West Bengal
Chapter of National Associa-
tion for the Blind (NAB), has
turned 2,000 titles from the
university library wnto Braille.
These utles, the university au-
thontiessay, are text books and
reference books for post-grad-

Kanchan Gaba, a representative of West Bengal
Chapter of National Association of Blind, at the CU’s

new audio library.

uate courses of the university,
along with some classical texts.
The university has also set

EXPRESS ARCHIVE

up Braille Audio Digital Li-
brary, the first of its kind by
any university in the state, at

itscentral Library.
According to the university

librarian, Soumitra Sarkar,
the audio library, which is
aided by a software Daisy, will
enable users to listen to the
books without any guidance.

Al present, the setup can ac-
commodate about 20 stu-

‘dents, said Sarkar. ‘T'he uni-

versity has set up 4
sound-proof studio to record

books that are not available in
audio {format.

“We have started with the
text books of the post-gradu-
ate courses and some classical
texts like Discovery of India,
Oliver Twistetc. We plan to in-
crease this and we are looking
for more funds,” said Suranjan
Das, Vice- Chancellor of the
University of Calcutta.

‘The V-C recently wrote a
letter to the University Grants

Commussion seeking more {
nancial support to develop th

centre. According 1o the V-(

the university plans toboost i
facility for blind students ¢

only its own but also frop
othereducational institutes.

According to the libraria
of the university, a good nun
ber of visually-challenged st

dents regularly access the un
versity’s library and this ne
developmentwill open floox
gates of knowledge for thes
students. The facility we
opened up for visually-cha
lenged students last week.
Kanchan GGaba, the repre
sentative of the West Beng;
Chapter of the NAB, sat

plans are afoot to have tw

Braille printers that woul
help easy conversion of Lk
books into Bratlle for the bet
efit of biind students.
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Braille library
with audio aid

Sharmistha Das
Kolkata, April 17

CALCUTTA UNIVERSITY (CU)
is setting up an advanced audio-
digital Braille library, the first for
any Indian university.

- The library at Asutosh Cente-
nary Hall on the College Street
campus will be dedicated to the
visually challenged students of
the university.

“There is no parallel of such
an effortby any other Indian uni-
versity,” said Soumitra Sarkar,
chief librarian, CU. A lot of the
technical and financial help for
the project is coming from the
West Bengal chapter of National
Association for The Blind (NAB).

The audio-digital technology, a
marriage of computer software
and Braille techniques, has made

the project possible by reducing

the demand on storage space.
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CU vice-chancellor Suranjan
Das said that the facility would be
operational by the third week of

May and will available to all blind °

students and research scholars of

 the university. “Later, we may

throw its doors open to the visu-
ally challenged students at thé
university’s affiliated colleges.”

The chief drawback of tradi-

tional Braille technology is that *
books written in this format can
run into thousands of pages, as
the letters have to be big enough
to be felt by fingers. This means
any Braille library would require
an enormous amount of space,
something impossible to provide
in an urban area. -

To circumvent this constralnt
the NAB has employed a new soft-

- ware called Dezzy. “The software

will enable the readers to listen
to audio books without the help
of any guidance. In fact, if a read-

er wants to leave
after reading the
first chapter of abook, s/ he can
return later to pick.up reading’
"from where s/he had left,” said’

fKanchan Gaba, secretary of :the
National School for the Blind.

Consequently, the library can now
be squeezed within 1,200 sqgft.

Gaba’s plans are to initially
record 50 books in Bengali. “The-
re would be a soundproof studio
to listen to these audio books.
This studio will be a part of the
1,200 sqft allocated for the project,
and if required we would provide
more space,” said Sarkar.

The project is using another
software called Jaws and this soft-
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‘ware reads aloud aH the. text

appearlng on the computer
screen. The system allows the

users to take Braille prmtouts of

the books as well.

NAB is spending about Rs 10
lakh on the soundproof studio and
the university authoritiées are pro-
viding the space and air-condi-
tioning. “We will try to get a steady
flow of funds from the University

Grants Commission and the min- -

istry of social welfare for this
library,” said the V-C.

sharmidas25@gmail.com
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Project to preserve
rare var31ty books

OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

Calcutta University (CU) will
give rare old books in its col-
lection a new lease of life.

The over 12 lakh books in
the university’s libraries in-
clude tomes that are over 350
years old. The pages of many
of the old books have become
brittle and illegible with age,
though they are in demand by
researchers.

The contents of the books
will be made legible using “so-
phisticated techniques” and
preserved in the form of repli-
cas as well as in the digital for-
mat.

“We have initially identi-
fied 47 rare and valuable books
that need to be restored imme-
diately. All the books were wri-
tten between 1651 and 1857.”
said Calcutta University libra-
rian Saumitra Sarkar.

According to him, about
25,000 books in the collection
are “very old and rare and
need to be restored”.

|

h‘ ;. : ';‘:;'{ :- -..-“r

The Central lerary on CU’
College Street campus.
A Telegraph picture

The books will be “clean-
ed” and text and pictures will
be retouched so that the con-
tents can be preserved as du-
plicate books and digital data,

added Sarkar.

The 47 books contain near-
ly 22,754 pages. The oldest am-
ong them are written in Fren-
ch and Latin and are consulted
by linguists from India and ab-
road. There are also travelog-
ues, history books and law
books among the selection.

A large part of the Rs 1-
crore fund released by the Uni-
versity Grants Commission to
upgrade the CU libraries will
be spent on the restoration of
the first batch of books.

More than 1,200 people use
the university libraries every
day. The network is made up of
the Central Library on the Col-
lege Street campus, nearly 40
departmental libraries on sev-
en campuses and two libraries
of the Advanced Studies Cen-
tres.

An Online Public Access
Catalogue provides access to
the database of books, jour-
nals, theses, CDROMs and mi-
crofilms. The university also
subscribes to nearly 4,000 elec-
tronic journals.
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BARUN GHOSHAND
MITA MUKHERJEE

After denying entry to
under-18s for 102 years, the
National Library appears
all set to lift the age bar to
boost membership and
shore up the bottomline.

The National Library
came into being in 1948 with
the passing of the Imperial Li-
brary (Change of Name) Act.

The library’s latest move is
significant because the institu-
tion has been losing readers to
other libraries which have no
age bar, offer abouquet of serv-
ices and use the latest technolo-
gy to attract members.

“We are going to lift the age
bar and open the library’s
doors to readers who are 16
and above,” Sudhendu Mand-

dal, National Library director

ministry, Mandal said:

announced on Sunday.

He said the move follows
appeals from guardians and
their wards seeking permis-
sion to use the library for ref-
erence and scientific projects.

Only last week, a 16-year-
old student of Class XI of an
English-medium school asked
Mandal why the country’s lar-
gest library should be out of
bounds for him only because
of his age.

“It’s true that a host of,
young readers, who have eith-| -

er passed Madhyamik, ICSE
and CBSE examinations, ap-
proach the library almost

~daily but we can’t help them

because of the age bar. Now, we
have decided to do away with
the system,” Mandal said.

The move having been app-
roved by the Union culture

“We
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American

Center Library

No. of books: 14,000
No. of readers: 3,000
One-year fee: Rs 400
Two-year fee: Rs 700

hare convened a meeting of

C‘alf:ut{a University
Central Library

No. of books: 10 lakh
No. of readers: 15,000

Deposit of Rs 100 for
using reading room

Reading room facilities:

British
Council Library

No. of books: 50,000

Individual card:
Rs 850 per year

Family card:
Rs 1,300 per year

This will come as a boon to

ourfive-member management young readers.

committee towards the end of

“Reference work is now a

July o ratify the decision on must, even for school-going

ifting  the

age

children,

bar.

because of fast

No. of readers: 12,000

e no bar at age-old library

~ HAVEN FOR BOOK-LOVERS

Ramaknshna Mfwn 5
Institute of Culture

No. of books: 2.2 lakh
No. of readers: 10,000

Reading section
membership: Rs 120 per
annum; Rs 70 for each of
three books issued at a time

Life membership: Rs 15,000
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progress in scientific and
other research,” said a library
officer, adding: “This is possi-
ble only if we can ensure ex-
tensive library facilities.”

As the demand for referen-
ce books is on the rise, stud-
ents, particularly those in sen-
jior classes, have to depend on
other city-based libraries, like
the British Council Library
(BCL), the Ramakrishna Mis-
sion Institute of Culture and
Calcutta University’s (CU)
central library, where there is
no age bar.

But libraries such as BCL
charge huge membership fees,
though its collection has deplet-
ed over the years. In contrast,
members don’t need to spend a
single paisa to use the National
Library reading room.

“We will be happy if city-
based libraries provide us at
least reading facilities,” said a
student of Class XI from St
Xavier’s Collegiate School.

The National Library’s

membership for the lending

section has remained static at
15,000, while the average num-
ber of students and scholars
visiting the reading. section
daily varies between 400 and
500. “Our membership will go.
up if young readers are al-
lowed to use the library. We are
expecting mere than 500 read-
ers on an average every day,”
Mandal said.

The library has the coun-
try’s largest and rarest collec-
tion — 25 lakh books and more
than 30 lakh magazines and

periodicals. However, a lib-
rary can only be judged by the
quality of service it provides.

Soumitra Sarkar, who
looks after CU’s central libr-
ary, having the second largest
collection of books after Na-
tional Library, said: “We have «
decided to open the library’s
door to outsiders.”
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- Library boon for research

MITA MUKHERJEE

At a time when the state gov-
ernment has taken up the
cause to showcase Bengal as an
ideal investment stop, a rare
collection gifted to Calcutta Un-
iversity by Bengal National
Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry has opened new avenues
to trace the state’s business and
industrial history.

The corpus of books, jour-
nals and parliamentary pro-
ceedings — all dealing with
business, economics and poli-
tics of Bengal, as well as of the
country — has prompted the
university to introduce cours-
es on the rise and fall of big
~ companies in the state.

“Encouraged by the treasu-
re of over 5,500 books, we have
started research work on Jes-
sop and the ordnance factory,”
sald Suranjan Das, pro vice-
chancellor (academic).

“We plan to launch similar
research projects on a string of
big companies — how they
were set up, how they grew
and what caused their decli-
ne,” he added.

Some universities in the
country, like Jawaharlal Neh-
ru University, and several in
the West have already intro-
duced such courses.

The 157-year-old Calcutta
University, however, had been
found wanting because of a
lack of proper infrastructure,
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especially reference books.
“Now that our Central Li-
brary has got a separate sec-
tion on business history, we
will include the subject for
M.Phil students,” Das told
Metro. “The findings of the
research can be used as the
basis for developing business
policies.” |
And not just research. Ins-
pired by the collection, the
university has decided to in-
troduce a paper at the post-
graduate level on business his-
tory, with special emphasis on

the Bengal scenario.

“The collection has not on-
ly enriched the university, but
will also benefit the govern-
ment with the research work it
will spawn,” said a teacher of
the history.department.

- “This is the first time in
the past many decades that we
have received such a huge col-
lection of books from a single
donor,” said Shyamal Sarkar,
librarian of the Central Libr-
ary, housed on the university’s
College Street campus.

“The 10-storeyed library

building, which boasts a mil-
lion titles, has opened a new
section on the fourth floor for
the new volumes,” he added.

The section was thrown
open to scholars, teachers and
students on January 19.

Along with the books, the
chamber has donated cup-
boards and tables for display-

ing the titles.

. Besides, a donation of Rs
50,000 has been made for re-
pairing the library furniture
and computerising the cata-
loguing system.
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